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^ ^
the sun is at every inst^t exerting, we see that a new

and most important bond of union exists between
the members of the solar family. The sun not only
sways them by the vast attraction of his gravity, not
only illumines them, not only warms them, but he
pours forth on all his subtle yet powerful magnetic
influences. A new analogy between the members of
the solar system is thus introduced, to reinforce those
other analogies which have been held so strikingly to
indicate that the ends for which our earth has been
created are not different from those which the Creator
had jp. view when He planned the other members of the
solar system.*

And now we pass on to other discoveries, bearing

at once and cwith equal force upon the relations be-*

tween the various members of the solar scheme and

upon the position which that scheme occupies in the

Universe.

Hitherto we have been considering the teachings of
th# telescope, we have now to consider what we^ have
learned by means of an instrument of yet higher
powers. As I shall have to refer very frequently,

* I must remark here, once fo? all, that in speaking of the plans of
the Creator, of his mode of working, or of the laws which He has
established, I h^ no means intend such words? to be taken literally. For
want of better, such words as these must be employed m speaking of the
relations between Almighty G-od and his universe. But in truth these
relations are as inconceivable by us as infinity of space or infinity of
time. We know that they exist, as certainly as we know that space and
time are both infinite, but human language can n$ more indicate their
nature than it can present to the mind an adequate picture of space or
time.
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